Summary of School of Leaders from June
June 27, 2020

Our June School of Leaders met on Zoom to discuss Chapter 4, The Temptations of Leadership, in Frank S. Salmani's book, "Whom Shall I Send?  

Deacon Brian Campbell discussed the Scripture references at the beginning of the chapter, in particular, Matt 4:1-11.  Then Sandra David discussed the text.

Chapter 1 encouraged us to aim high and not water down Jesus' message when He called us to be holy as He is holy.  Chapter 2 told us how to do that – through prayer, which is communion with God.  Chapter 3 challenged us to find, in Jesus, the model of humility and service we need to become a true servant leader.  Then Chapter 4 warned us about the temptations of leadership, which he refers to as "demons of ambition."

Deacon Brian discussed the temptations of Christ as outlined in a book by Henri Nouwen called "Compassion."  God-incidentally, Sandra drew some of her comments from that same book!  We might want to check out that book!

Salmani, on the other hand, refers to a different book in Chapter 4 (and also in Chapter 3):  A World Waiting to be born: Civility Rediscovered, by M. Scott Peck.  In the first temptation, the devil asks Jesus to turn stones into bread.  When Jesus rejected this, he rejected not the food, which would keep him from starving, but attachment to the illusion of security.  Our real security comes only from God.  As Cursillo leaders, we must be concerned about upholding what is right, and not with the security of keeping our position intact.

In the second temptation, when Satan asks Jesus to throw himself off the cliff, so his angels will rescue him, Satan is really saying, "Show everyone how great you really are."  But as Cursillo leaders, we do not have to impress anyone; God's call is all the affirmation anyone should need.

The final temptation, to have all the kingdoms of the world, is the desire to seek power for its own sake, rather than to serve.  We are known by our deeds, which will give glory either to God or to ourselves.  If our deeds only advance our personal cause, then we do nothing to bring the world to Christ in our Fourth Day.

The real disciple and leader is never afraid, always courageous, always trusting in God and finding joy simply in the privilege of being God's chosen servant.  Where is God calling each of us to serve him?  Remember to pray about that every day.

If you would like to join us in studying this book, please contact a Secretariat member for information as to how you can receive a copy of the book.  Then share it with your group reunions.  You will all be richly blessed.

Please join us at the July Zoom School of Leaders on Saturday, July 18th, and bring a friend!
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